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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following documents: 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Luciani et al 



4,858,835 



08/22/1989 



Luciani et 


al 


• 


4, 997, 138 


03/05/1991 


Luciani et 


al 


• 


5,065,503 


11/19/1991 


Luciani et 


al 




5,233, 751 


08/10/1993 


Luciani et 


al 




5, 392, 506 


02/28/1995 


Santandrea 


et 


al. 


5,413,289 


05/09/1995 


Dell ' Aglio 


et 


al. 


5,826,774 


10/27/1998 


Noji 






6, 098, 912 


08/08/2000 


Becherucci 


et 


al. 


6,533,208 


03/18/2003 



Foreign Patent Documents 

PCT WO 00 73865 12/07/2000 

PCT WO 01 50580 07/12/2001 

Copies of the aforementioned patent documents, which 
are listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 (submitted in 
duplicate) , are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants respectfully request that these documents 
be (1) considered by the Examiner prior to issuance of the 
patent; and (2) printed on any patent that may issue from this 
application. Applicants also request that a copy of enclosed 
Form PTO-144 9, as considered and initialed by the Examiner, be 
returned with the next communication. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted 
more than three months from the application filing date but 
before the mailing of the first Office Action on the merits. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), submission of 



this Information Disclosure Statement requires no fee. 
However, if for any reason a fee is due, the Director is hereby- 
authorized to charge payment of any fees required in connection 
with this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account 
No. 06-1075. A duplicate copy of this Statement is transmitted 
herewith. 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 



patent application is respectfully requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that (his 
Correspondence is being 
deposited v/Bh 'he U.S. 
Posta! Service u c * First 



yPatrick J. Zhang 
Reg. No. 52,394 
Agent for Applicant 
FISH & NEAVE 
Customer No. 1473 
1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020-1105 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 
Fax : (212) 596-9090 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicants. 



